Cross-reactivity between antibodies to thyroid microsomal antigens and myeloperoxidase.
Antibodies against thyroid microsomal antigen (thyroid peroxidase, TMA/TPO) and myeloperoxidase (MPO) were measured from 115 patients with vasculitic disorders and 144 patients with suspected thyroid disorders. Nineteen patients, three with vasculitis and 16 with thyroid disorders, were shown to have both TPO and MPO antibodies, suggesting cross-reactivity of these antibodies. Their cross-reactivity was further strengthened by studying the capacity of antibodies to tolerate dilution in enzyme immunoassay and reactivity with synthetic TPO/MPO peptides.